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•Articulating the “rite of passage” 

•Unifying the people 

•Empowering the presidential office

•Rehearsing communal values drawn from the past

•Reaffirming tradition

•Outlining the political principles of the new administration

•Acknowledging the requirements & limits of the office

•Urging contemplation over action

•Highlighting the values of a democracy

Common Purposes of the 

Inaugural Address
Campbell & Jamieson, (1990). Deeds Done In Words.



1. The Myth of the Chosen Nation

2. The Myth of Nature’s Nation

3. The Myth of the Christian Nation

4. The Myth of the Millennial Nation

5. The Myth of the Innocent Nation

Myths of the American Creed
Hughes, R.T. (2004). Myths America Lives By



We have a place, all of us, 

in a long story. A story we 

continue, but whose end 

we will not see. …          

…                                    

…                                   

We are not this story’s 

author, who fills time and 

eternity with His purpose. 

Who restrained from 

offering his vows in the 

mode which he prefers to 

the Divine Author of his 

being? It is well known 

that all these blessings 

have been enjoyed in their 

fullest extent… 

Bush said: Monroe said:



“I will work to build a 

single nation of justice and 

opportunity.” I know this 

is in our reach because we 

are guided by a power 

larger than ourselves who 

creates us equal in His 

image and we are 

confident in principles that 

unite and lead us onward.

We are stricken by no plague 

of locusts (Exodus)

Through this program of 

action we address ourselves 

to putting our own national 

house in order (II Kings)

The money changers have 

fled from their high seats in 

the temple of our civilization. 

We may now restore that 

temple to the ancient truths.
(Matthew, Mark, John)

Bush said: Roosevelt said:



Church and charity, 

synagogue and mosque 

lend our communities 

their humanity…

…the Indians… shall be… 

treated as wards of the 

Government and their… 

civilization promoted

…polygamy in the 

Territories… offensive to 

the moral sense of the 

world…

…prohibit the immigration 

of a servile class… 

retaining customs and 

habits repugnant to our 

civilization.

Bush said: Cleveland said:



We have seen our vulnerability - and we have seen its deepest 

source. For as long as whole regions of the world simmer in 

resentment and tyranny - prone to ideologies that feed hatred and 

excuse murder - violence will gather, and multiply in destructive 

power, and cross the most defended borders, and raise a mortal 

threat. There is only one force of history that can break the reign of 

hatred and resentment, and expose the pretensions of tyrants, and 

reward the hopes of the decent and tolerant, and that is the force of 

human freedom. 

We are led, by events and common sense, to one conclusion: The 

survival of liberty in our land increasingly depends on the success 

of liberty in other lands. The best hope for peace in our world is the 

expansion of freedom in all the world.



We go forward with complete confidence in the eventual 

triumph of freedom.  Not because history runs on the 

wheels of inevitability; it is human choices that move 

events.  Not because we consider ourselves a chosen 

nation; God moves and chooses as He wills.  We have 

confidence because freedom is the permanent hope of 

mankind, the hunger in dark places, the longing of the 

soul (emphasis added).
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Computerized Content Analysis Results:

Percentage of Civil Religious Words in Inaugural Addresses

indicate years with statistically significant deviation from the mean, at the .05 level


