
Presentation Skills (PRES) Course Criteria 
 

PRES SLOs 

Presentation Skills are part of the GE10 outcome in written and oral communication. The GE10 Student Learning 

Outcomes are that: Students will… 

• produce coherent texts within common college-level written forms;  

• demonstrate the ability to revise and improve such texts;  

• research a topic, develop an argument, and organize supporting details;  

• develop proficiency in oral discourse; and  

• evaluate an oral presentation according to established criteria 
 

The outcomes that apply to PRES courses, and should appear on your syllabus, include: 

• research a topic, develop an argument, and organize supporting details;  

• develop proficiency in oral discourse; and  

• evaluate an oral presentation according to established criteria 
 

Students will make at least one presentation in the course and respond to questions and comments 

following the presentation. 

Be sure to describe the presentation assignment(s) for the course, keeping in mind that even though only 

one presentation is required the GE outcomes expect that students will “develop proficiency in oral discourse,” so 

additional presentation assignments, rehearsal time, or other types of oral communication activities might be 

helpful. 
  
Students must submit at least one outline with attached source list related to the presentation. 

Specify when the outline(s) is due and what it should entail. Keep in mind the SUNY GE outcome that 

students will “research a topic, develop an argument, and organize supporting details.” Given the nature of the 

GE10 goals, which indicate that students wil; “demonstrate the ability to revise and improve [coherent] texts,” 

including a chance for revision of the outline prior to presentation might be a useful way to encourage proficiency 

in oral discourse. 
 

Students must evaluate their own presentation and those of other students, according to criteria provided 

by the instructor. 

What means of self- and peer-critique will you have students use? What standards should students apply? 

And, how will you document students’ ability to “evaluate an oral presentation according to established criteria”? 

Set up an assignment and/or schedule time, delineated in your syllabus, for evaluation to occur.  
 

Faculty provide instruction in effective presentation skills specific disciplines including requirements and 

methods of preparation for oral assignments (i.e. structure, research, outlining, visual components, 

creativity and delivery). 

Instructors of PRES courses must dedicate class time to teach students appropriate presentation skills. 

Oral communication should be more than the recitation of an essay. This instruction might be discipline-specific, 

or it might focus on best speeches more broadly.  

 What presentation skills, techniques, strategies, and/or discipline-specific expectations will you teach 

students through this course – and how?  The submitted syllabus should indicate when and/or how this instruction 

is taking place, as indicated by assigned readings, scheduled class discussion topics, etc.  
 

There are OER resources available that can be used, including the SUNY OER Services’ Waymaker course at 

https://oer.suny.edu/courses/public-speaking/. (Another OER course option is through Ohio LINK at 

https://ohiolink.oercommons.org/courseware/30) 
 

OER textbook options include: 

• Speak Out, Call In: Public Speaking as Advocacy: https://speakupcallin.pressbooks.com/ 

• Stand Up, Speak Out: https://open.lib.umn.edu/publicspeaking/  

• Exploring Public Speaking: https://oer.galileo.usg.edu/communication-textbooks/1/  

• The Public Speaking Project: https://bit.ly/3AjPgUd  

 

For additional information or resources, please contact Christina.Knopf@cortland.edu  
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